Segolène Royal				Paris, March 8, 2016-03-21

Dear Friends of the Canadian Clean Technology Innovation Partnership

As you know, I was looking forward to meeting you all in Vancouver.  This visit was not possible but I would like to convey this message because as COP21 President, I believe it is important that the concrete initiatives launched in Paris bear fruit and deliver results.

At Paris, during COP21, we witnessed an incredible mobilization of change agents under the banner of the Solutions Agenda with 2000 companies and 450 investors registering on the NAZCA platform.  Hundreds of technical solutions, both goods and services, were showcased in the Galerie des Solutions and dozens of side events were organized by private sector actors in the UN Blue Zone, the Espaces Génération Climat and throughout Paris.

The Paris Accord is a call to action.  It sends a strong and clear signal of the need for an economy that is both decarbonized and resilient; a signal that you all have been waiting for.  Countries will now develop five year climate plans, and have committed to making these plans increasingly ambitious.  Countries will also report their progress to the global community both at the state level and collectively toward achieving 1.5°C or 2.0°C increases in temperature.

It is in the interest of firms and investors to support this movement toward a new development model.

The signal is clear, and the effects are already visible on financial markets and long term investment decisions.  Going forward, investors will bet on firms whose business model and strategic intent, and whose governance and management are consistent with climate goals.  A wonderful change is underway and each of you is proof of the pleathora of tools, solutions and more than anything, the will to transform our economies.

Indeed, you and your firms are evidence of this transformation, which is already underway and is now unstoppable.  Today, Canada is back as a leader in the fight against climate disruption because of commitment of the federal government, the action of the provinces and because of entrepreneurs such as yourselves.  I noted with interest that Canada’s 800 clean technology firms already employ 50,000 people.

You embody by your actions and by your spirit of innovation, that the environment and the economy can go hand in hand and that there are large and growing markets to address as we move to a different model of economic development.  I hope soon to have the opportunity to meet you all.

Please accept, dear friends, my very best wishes,
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